Watershed Management Program

Finance Work Group Recommendations
: April 23, 2003

1. Unidentified Watershed Management Funding Needs for Estabﬁshed___Aﬂs of the
Community and to Meet Unfunded Federal Mandates — Nut erou_e_ff}\fi;}:é'tershed

management capital projects are needed in both the new growt]
up urban environment. In the newer growth areas of Lin :
Department has elther completed or will be compli‘

recognizes that there exists the potential for additional watershed
managé}%ent expenses not included in the present 12 year calculation of
revenue sources and uses. These unknown expenses are related fo flood
. om‘ral and additional storm drainage deficiencies not yet identified in
the established areas of the City and the potential for Federally mandated
improvements under Phase I1I of the NPDES stormwater program

which may be implemented pursuant to requirements of the Federal
Clean Water Act.
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2. Continued Dependence of the Watershed Management Program on General

Obligation Bonds ~ The City’s current Watershed Management Program relies heavily
upon the periodic passage of General Obligation (G.0.) bonds by Lincoln voters.
Virtually all of the stormwater capital improvements built or acquired by the Public
Works Department are paid for from G.O. bonds. Since 1994, three G.O. bonds
programs have been approved by the Lincoln electorate totally a little undqr?$20 million.
A proposed $10 million bond issue is slated for the May 6, 2003; ballot

> funds avallablc: :

Proceeds from G.O. bonds are p1 ojected to equal about.two thlI‘dS

ars. In addltlon, it 1s
il increase the amount of

Establishment of'a Lincoln Stormwater Management Utility Creating a more stable
and reliable ﬁmdmg source could occur with the establishment of a “stormwater
management i:ifility.” The establishment of such a utility is one of the lead strategies in
tece I -ly"adopted City-County Comprehensive Plan for dealing with watershed
management issues. In Nebraska creating such utilities will require State authorizing
legislation. This legislation would identify the authority of such utilities and the local
process required for their establishment. At the present time there is legislation before
the Nebraska Unicameral to allow local communities to create stormwater management
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utilities.  Until the legislation is passed by the State, the City Lincoln is not in a position

to pursue the creation of such an organization and associated funding mechanism for its
stormwater management program.

Finance Work Group Recommendation: The Finance Work Group
supports the concept of a stormwater management utility egcp}'éssed in the
Comprehensive Plan, and supports the City of Lin_c’_éln_ fs;éﬁ”brts to work
toward adoption of the State legislation through the N ebraska
Unicameral. s .

F: \FILESlPLANNINIGmﬂF'C}ﬂ;!;’if; \Stermwater_FWG_Recommendations wpd

April 24, 2003 (2.03PAD)

Page -3-



